PRE-WAR  RUSSIA
They hoped to escape their 1789 by preventing the economic
progress of Russia. The extent of this backwardness can be best
expressed by a comparison. The output of coal in Russia (1913)
was one-twenty-seventh, iron-ore one-twelfth, pig-iron one-
twelfth, oil one-sixth, copper one-thirtieth, zinc one-forty-seventh,
and cotton one-fourteenth of that in the U.S.A.1 From these and
other statistics Dr. Goldstein concluded that "the per capita wealth
of Russia was six times less than that of the U.S.A. or England,
and four times less than that of Germany. The same may be said
concerning the annual per capita of Russia's population."
The towns, judged by the then existing Western-European
standards, left very much to be desired. On the authority of the
Russian Year Book (1914)3 in 1904, "892 towns with a population
exceeding 10,000 possessed no organized water supply, only 38
were drained, only 55 possessed tramways, and only 105 had gas or
electric lighting. In 320 of these towns there were no paved roads."
Things had not improved much eight years later. According to
the same authority: "In 1912, out of 1,063 towns and urban settle-
ments with a population exceeding 10,000 (the number of urban
settlements was 182) only 219 possessed an organized water supply,
making 20*6 per cent of the total number." The housing conditions
of the urban workers were shocking. They lived either in
insanitary wooden shacks on the outskirts or in the cellars and
attics of big houses in the centre of the towns, invariably in
cases of extreme overcrowding. These conditions were in keep-
ing with those prevailing in the factories:
"A study of industrial conditions in Russia discloses a disregard on
the part of employers for the dignity of human life and for the social
dangers proceeding from the physical and psychological results of
sweated labour often performed amid surroundings of a degrading and
dehumanizing character."2
The Health Services were tragically insufficient. To quote the
Russian Year Book (1914) again:
1  Russia: Her Economic Past and Future, by Dr. J. M. Goldstein.
2  British Government White Paper Cmd. 1240, 1921.
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